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fas sociation of 


Spacle:1999 


Arriving by underground one may well have wondered 
“where exactly IS this Vauxhall Taverna we are looking 
for’, and looking on the local map would have seen the 
British Interplanetary Society listed just round the comer, 
and of course then the psychogeographic triangle 
between the two Vauxhall comers and Saturday's lecture 
by Chris Welch became clear. 


On arriving at the venue we received the following 
messege: “Welcome to Earth. 


We are your hosts tonight on behalf of the Family Way. 
The Family Way have been held up in an alternative 


autonomous 


astronauts] 


that shook the universe 


JUNE 24th 


dimension entertaining some of Queen Boedecia’s 
behemoths (it’s their 10th anniversary for winning the 


whelk catching contest).So we the lR¥071047" 
yaRS'BiS’ IYMISe7/0 (roughly translated as The 
Family Way) have agreed to take their place for tonight 
and treat you to some Plutonian delights. Usually we 
play music in the 4th galaxy ‘fantastica’ so of course it's 
in the fantastic scale which has 310 notes and 2 and 
half flats and no rhythm (or off with your head!!) . Tonight 
we have translated all our songs into the English system 
of music. Funnily enough this has made our songs, which 

Continued on back 


Space 1699 


Report 1 


Autonomous Astronauts of all patterns and textures 
assembled yesterday in the City of London to interact 
with Inner City AAA's new launch site. 


Inner City's Jason Skeet spoke about the history of the 
area, regaling us with lurid stories of vice and iniquity 
which would curl the ears of ordinary, state-fearing folk. 
(However, the autonomous astronauts present displayed 
courage and fortitude, recognising as we did the pre- 
futuristic parallels with the Cantina at Moss Eisley 
Spaceport). 


Grub Street was once the location of a stream running 
into the Thames, and later became a dumping ground 
for Readily Available Materials, pre-dating contemporary 


uses of RAM technology by 300 years. Grub Street was : 
also London's epicentre of independent literature, : 
alternative finance and anti-prudery direct action : 


initiatives. 


Once the scene had been set, we attempted a | 
Psychogeographical Experiment. Through sheer § 
willpower alone, each of us travelled back in time from § 
Milton Street in 1999, to Grub Street in 1699. As we § 
ambled down the street, the sounds of late 17th century [ 


London life were all around us - the noise, the smells, 
the bustling pedestrians and chattering traffic. In these 
respects, little has changed over the centuries 


Milton Street, Grub Street and the watery ditch which 
preceeded it are all manifestations of a transcendental 
media interface, a psychogeographical communications 
infrastructure. Inspired by the easy time shift I'd just 
made, | discovered in the flow of psychogeographical 
objects an eddy, a anomaly, a strange attractor where 
the energy flow is disrupted, at the periphery of the site 
where anything (it transpired) is possible. 


Rounding a comer and ascending a short flight of stairs, 
| was afforded an admirable view of the street, opposite 
two CCTV cameras pointing perpindicularly up and down 


the street. | was pleasantly surprised to discover that 
this oasis of tranquility, a metre or so above the traffic, 
was nothing less than a zone whereby the contemporary 
state capitalist legal infrastructure begins to break down 
and disolve into nonexistence. 


The truth of this was negotiated through a reflexive 
process by my interaction with the newly identified 
environment. Once it had been empirically established 
that this was indeed an area utterly devoid of Law, | was 
able able to see the space in a new light. 


The spirit of Grub Street lives on in contemporary Milton 
Street. By employing the techniques described above, 
large, noisy and potentially dangerous spacecraft may 
be secretly launched, in public, without anyone noticing. 


Report 2 


Inner City AAA Grub St. launch site tour and 
psychogeographical experiment. 


After welcoming everyone to their launch site, an Inner 
City AAA representative took people through a Grub St. 
orientation. This began with an explanation of why the 
AAA plan to build launch sites in cities. - to provide 
accessibility to their space programs and to plug into 
cultural currents resonating at the launch site location. 
These cultural trajectories provide a launchpad for 
escaping gravity that is as important to the AAA as the 
hardware and technology that will also be used for going 
into space. 


Inner City AAA explained how it is possible to scratch 
beneath the surface of the city to discover a multitude 
of connections and dynamics. At Grub St. a line of flight 
was traced from the English Civil War, which produced 
a huge increase in self-publishing activities, to the lapse 
of the Press Licensing Act in 1695 and the subsequent 
development of the media industry. Grub St. was the 
location where writers and hacks struggled to survive 
and eam a living from their new profession. 


Inner City AAA talked about one of their favourite Grub 
St. residents, Tom Brown, an early operator of satire as 
a weapon against the establishment. He was also a 
member of the Calves Head Club, who met every year 
to celebrate the anniversary of the execution of Charles 
|. So Grub St. is a site for developing ways of attacking 
the power structure that was defined during the 
restoration of Charles Il to the throne and that is still 
present today - these tactics will also be used by the 
AAA as part of their space exploration programs. 


For the AAA, psychogeography is used as an Exit 
Strategy to leave this society behind. We explored this 


possibility by undertaking a psychogeographical 
experiment that took us to Grub St. 1699. After a brief 
description of what Grub St. now looked like, the group 
began investigating the new sights and sounds, also 
hoping to engage in conversation someone who could 
describe 17th Century attitudes to space exploration in 
the hope that these insights could assist the construction 
of the Inner City AAA launch pad. At the end of the 
street we gathered together to discuss our experiences, 
and people described their various Grub St. sightings. 
We concluded that there are far more similarities than 
differences between Grub St. 1699 and Grub St. 1999. 


UPCOMING SPACE 1999 EVENTS: 


Thursday June 24th: 

2pm: Space Fete, organised by Oceania AAA. The first/last 
annual AAA garden party. Events include drinking, eating, 
dancing, and space-themed competitions. Bring your own 
drinks and food. 

Venue: Assemble 67 Millbrook Road, Brixton SW9. Brixton 
tube or Loughborough Junction BR. 


6:30pm: AAA § year plan gathering. 
Venue: Info Centre, 123A Mare Street, E8. 
Bethnal Green Tube, buses 26, 48, 55, 106, 253. 


Friday 25th: 

Tam: Protest Against The 1986 Space Act and Spaceship 
Licensing Laws. 

Venue: Assemble outside the British National Space 
Centre, 151 Buckingham Palace Road SW1. 

Victoria tube. 


7pm: Space Caff 2 - space vegan food, the chance to eat 
your food on mars/the moonjin outer space and to 
purchase the video for £3 for proof. 

Space age pop music as surround sound. AAA project 
reports. 

Venue: 56a Infoshop, 56a Crampton Street, SE17. 
Elephant & Castle tube. 


"The Five Year Plan: 
Propaganda and printed matter from the Association 
of Autonomous Astronauts.” 


Open daily from 1pm - Gpm throughout the festival. 
Event updates, information and your input. 


Info Centre, 123A Mare Street, E8. 
Bethnal Green Tube, buses 26, 48, 55, 106, 253. 


i a ar 


would normaily explode the head of humans, an exact 
match for The Family Way's normal repertoire. 


We the fantasticans wish you earthlings well and hope 
you achieve your desire to travel throughout the galaxy 
in your little ships. We would remind you that everywhere 
apart from earth, black is the colour for war, so if other 
universeians look cross it might be because you've 
inadvertently declared war on them with your lovely black 
t-shirt. 


Beware the lexicons of love from the planet of Badu, for 
though they are sensuous and beautiful to the eye, they 
in fact excrete poison and when excited they can kill at 
30 dribbles. 


We recommend the planet Barton for those of you 
looking for musical delights where the moustache of 
Lee is the controller for the entire planet's musical output 
This season’s new black is of course the precise colour 
of purple obtained from a martian turtles droppings when 
they've been put in a microwave which has been 
submerged to 200 feet in mouldy semolina. 


The Family Way's guide to some religion throughout 
the universe: Of course when earth beings figure out 
how to get out there and hang with the rest of the 
universe's population they will realize that most beings 
threw out religion as arse when they went to where 
heaven and hell shoulda been and found other planets 
and a big heap of mud............ 


But of course there is the ever growing cult of the sun 
lords. Everybeing knows that earth is very very sad and 
insignificant in the eyes of the rest of the universe - except 
for our musical output. Thusly when an earthling popking 
dies he gets his own sun and when it’s a popqueen she 
gets her own moon. So as everybeing knows Mars’ 
moon-is ruled by Janis Joplin, its sun by Jim Morrison. 
Pluto's moon is ruled by Nico, its sun by Otis Redding 
and so on...... 


SPACE 1999 CONTACT INFORMATION: 


Newsletter published by Info Centre 


Phone: 0793 083 4904 email: space 1999 @deepdisc.com web: http://www.deepdisc.com/space 1999 


Phone: 0181 985 9981 email: infoc@compuserve.com web: http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/infoc 


Of course some planets have more then one sun or moon 
and thusly more then one lord or lady. These monarchs 
do not ask for worship but if asked nicely try and shine a 
bit of pop light on you.......... 


No one is quite sure who the lord and lady of earth are, 
possibly Nick Drake and Billie Holiday ‘cos earthlings 
are usually so sad.” 


Back on the Human front, many astronauts were seen 
to be practising their low gravity dance movements to 
the sounds of The Family Way and to The Adventures 
of Parsley's many theme tunes. Not forgetting the space 
discs spun by Danny which complimented nicely the 
release of the new Disconaut AAA newsletter which lists 
some records on their own playlist. 


To summarise: a top pop space night was had by all. 


